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considerations of warfare and its innumerable blunders
it had seriously endangered the security of the country " ;
and wound up a virulent speech with:

" The history of the Ordnance Department is failure
in the past, chaos in the present and hopelessness for the
future. We demand that the new Ministry should
assume all the power of this Department in regard to the
supply of munitions and that the Ordnance Department
should be robbed of every vestige of its authority."

The Times, being the only paper to publish a verbatim
report the next morning, must have been given that
speech before it was delivered, and the author dined with
Mr. Lloyd George on the night of the attack.

Private Members being commissioned to defame the
Prime Minister, in conjunction with a group of hostile
papers, was not only a new form of propaganda in our
political history, but if sufficiently indulged in would
bring all Parliamentary Government to an end.
July 5th,          A few days later (on the 5th of July) Lord Haldane

1915            made a speech warmly defending General von Donop from

the inaccurate and unjustifiable abuse which had been
showered upon him. He observed that it is not in accord-
ance with British ideas of fair play to attack a Civil
Servant who from the nature of his position is unable to
defend himself; and pointed out that the Committee
appointed as recently as October to look into the matter
of shells had not only gone thoroughly into the matter,
but included Mr. Lloyd George himself, and ended by
saying:

" Had the order for shells then given by the Govern-
ment been carried out, we should have had a very large
surplus to-day."

This speech nettled the pioneers and was promptly
answered. On the 8th, Mr. Lloyd George issued a state-
ment to the papers in which he said:

" Lord Haldane's version of what took place some
months ago at a Committee of the Cabinet on Arms is